Glassy Mountain Fire Service Area

2015 Highway 11, Landrum S.C., 29356

(864) 895-4306  GMFD@juno.com
Commissioners in Attendance: 

David Orr (Chairman), Paul Ramsey, Dennis Geagan, Bob Barnes, Dave Hoffman, Gerald Rhoads   Excused: Bill Hammack
Minutes of the Meeting held on February 21 starting at 5:30 p.m.

Staff present was Chief Riebe

Public in attendance:  Max Heim, Bill Cline, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew McClure, Diane Perlmutter
1. Call to Order. Chairman Orr called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance: All.

3. Invocation: Commissioner Barnes
4. Presentation: By Diane Perlmutter on “Dinner Where” fundraiser to be held at the Cliffs at Glassy on July 23rd.  This event raised $27,000 for the GMFD in 2010. She also explained a new fund raising activity for the year, which entails distributing piggy banks to residents at the Cliffs at Glassy, as well as firefighters, Cliff’s employees and others if they choose to participate.  A little note with the banks states “extra coins equal extra gear for firefighters”.  When you fill the bank, and turn it in, you will be entered in a drawing. 
5. Consent Items:
A. The minutes of the January meeting were approved as read.

B. Financial Report.  Commissioner Hoffman reported that the revenues for the first month of the year were in line with budget and prior years.  Expenses were $23,000 under budget, primarily due to employment still not being at full levels and the postponement of the annual physicals until February.  The liquidity of the district remains good.
C. Operational Reports.  The Chiefs report was deferred until the Old Business segment of the meeting.  There was a question posed by Commissioner Ramsey on the make and model of Rescue 1, which just experience a blown head gasket, which resulted in repair costs of over $4,000.  Rescue 1, was purchased new, it is a Ford which is a 2004 model.  Most of our smaller trucks are Ford, due to consistency in servicing.
D. Committee Reports.  
a. Commissioner Geagan reported that the Personnel Committee did not meet this month.  He did report that Cliff Cole was not far enough along in his consulting project for a progress report, but expected to have one in March.  
b. There were no other committee reports.
6. Old Business:
A. Fire Report. 

a. Commissioner Ramsey reported that there was nothing special, but there did seem to be several calls that had rather long response time.  It was pointed out by the Chief that two of the calls with long response time were during the period that the area experienced a large snowfall.
b. It was pointed out to Chief Riebe that the Cliffs Valley has installed a new gate system, and it was suggested that the fire service insure that the emergency vehicle assess is functioning correctly.

.
B. Chiefs Report.

A.
Chief Riebe reported that the specifications for a new tanker were completed and a Request for Bids was published in the Greenville News.
b.
Meet with one agency and will be meeting with a second in regard to future health screening services for the department.

C.
Captain Brown made a presentation at the Glassy Mountain Baptist Church in regard to volunteering with the department.  Also a joint meeting was held with the Tigerville Fire Department in regard to volunteers from the students and faculty at North Greenville University.

d.
Met with Mike Mitchell, the head of the Greenville County EMS Dispatch unit, in regard certain information that we wish to track.  The response was favorable and looks doable.  We will know in the near future the results of this meeting and our requests
E.
Chief Riebe presented to the Commission the list of his “2011 Major Job Responsibilities”, as agreed to between himself and Chairman Orr. It was requested that the Commissioners look at these over the next month, and if there are any questions to please raise any concerns or clarifications needed.
D.
Chief Riebe reported that he was able to make contact Senator DeMint’s office in regard to our SAFER request. The Senators office made contact with the DHS, and we were contacted by DHS, that our request had been denied.  
C.  Security Concerns.  Chief Riebe reported that MAST Technologies of Greer was selected to replace the 16 man door locks at the five facilities.  The rekeying should be completed by the end of February.  It was decided that the Chief will revisit the possibility of installing electronic locks.
7. New Business:

A. Fully Staffed Fire Department.   Commissioner Ramsey requested that he be permitted to study what the costs would be and what structural changes need to be made to ultimately have a fully staffed paid fire department.  Approval was given to Commissioner Ramsey to look into this.
B. Rummage Sale Fund Raiser.  Commissioner Geagan reported that the Rummage Sale Committee for 2011 held their first meeting on February 8th. The date and location selected for the sale is Saturday, May 7th at the Beaver Dam Fire Station.  The sale will begin at 7:30am.
C. Request from Jim Stelik.  Jim Stelik, a resident of the District and volunteer fireman, has made a request to hang a map from the 1920’s that showed the land that the Saluda Timber and Land Company owned.  The map is rather large, and he would like to hang the map in the Glassy Mountain Fire Department meeting room.  There were no objections to having him do this. 


8. Public Commentary:
A.
Mr. Bill Cline, resident of the district.  Addressed the board concerning an email that he sent to the entire board today (February 21), and also related to issues that he has addressed to the Board over the past several months in regard to the Eastern end of the District and particularly the manning of the Oak Grove Station.

B.
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew McClure, residents of the district.  They posed several questions in regard to any volunteers living in the Oak Grove community and the inability of firefighters to access the Oak Grove facility during one fire event. 

C.
Mr. Max F. Heim, resident of the district and volunteer fire fighter.  Made comments in regard to the Oak Grove station and community.

9. Commissioner Commentary:  

There was none.

10. Adjourn:
Chairman Orr adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________                                        _____________________

Gerald K. Rhoads, Sec’y                                          David Orr, Chairman
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