Glassy Mountain Fire Service Area

2015 Highway 11, Landrum S.C., 29356

(864) 895-4306  GMFD@juno.com
Commissioners in Attendance: 

Paul Ramsey (Vice-Chairman), Dennis Geagan, Dave Hoffman, Gerald Rhoads, Bill Hammack, Bob Barnes
Commissioners Absent:

David Orr (Chairman)

Minutes of the Meeting held on June 20 starting at 5:30 p.m.

Staff Present: Chief Bryan Riebe

Public in Attendance: None
1. Call to Order. Vice-Chairman Ramsey called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance: All.

3. Invocation: Commissioner Rhoads
4. Consent Items:
A. The minutes of the May 2011 meeting were approved as read.

B. Financial Report.  Commissioner Hoffman reported that Total Revenues are 18% ($122k) ahead of Budget at this point, due to what is felt to be quicker receipts by the County, receiving $30k of donations earlier than budgeted and $14k of grant receipts from a catch up of prior years delayed collections.  Expenses are $57k under budget, year to date due to not being at full employment during the early part of the year, and not filling one of the Assistant Chief’s positions.  Other savings are primarily timing issues at the point in time. A question was asked why business insurance is almost $4k higher than budget?  Commissioner Hoffman felt this was simply a timing issue, but would check to see if this was not the case.  Also a question was raised by Vice-Chairman Ramsey concerning the Capital Expenditure item listed in the monthly line item budget (line item #900) if this amount was over and above the Bond Issue Capital Expenditures?  Commissioner Hoffman pointed out that this was indeed not related to the Bond Issues.  At the present we have $975k of cash for operating purposes, $31k of cash remains in the 2009 bond account and $1.5k of funds in the 2005 bond account.  The Foundation has $35k of cash. Commissioner Hoffman made mention that the golf tournament at the Cliffs at Glassy raised $26k.
C. Operational Reports:
a. Chief Riebe gave an update on the Joey Howard damaged drain field matter.  He stated that he received a call today from the attorney for our insurance carrier. He stated that the Magistrate Court ruled in our (insurance providers) favor for a summary judgment.  
b. Chief Riebe made a comment about the progress that is being made with the County dispatch system and our personnel.  This is not moving ahead at the speed that the Chief would like, but it is moving forward.
c. Commissioner Hammack asked for an update on the Training Facility. Chief Riebe stated that the three fire districts have approved the letter of understanding, and it now must go before the Greenville County Council for approval. Commissioner Hammack stated that if any monies are requested that the Board be informed of this.  Chief Riebe stated that the request before the County council is to approve the formation of the combined training district.  After council approves the formation of the District at that time the Training district can seek grants, donations, etc. The Chief will keep us informed of the progress.

d. Commissioner Hammack requested of Chief Riebe that we make sure that we schedule a presentation at Travelers Rest and Blue Ridge High Schools, when the schools resume operation in the fall, to present the Cadet programs.  Chief Riebe assured the Board that this would be done.

e.   The balance of the Chiefs and Assistant Chiefs report were accepted as read.

D. Committee Reports: 
a. Personnel Committee: Commissioner Geagan reported that the committee has schedule a meeting for July 5, 2011.

b. There were no other Committee Reports.

5. Old Business:
A.
Fire Report: The report was reviewed with Commissioner Ramsey making several comments regarding the false alarms.
B. Update on Millage Increase Request:  Commissioner Hoffman reported that after attending the second reading by County Council of our request for a .6 mill tax increase.  At the request of Councilmen Joe Dill, our local representative on the County Council, no decision was made by County Council on our request.  Subsequent to that meeting, Councilmen Dill has urged several members of the Glassy Mountain Fire District Board to withdraw the request for the increase. This is due to the tenor and attitude of the County Council, concerning no tax increases of any kind at this time. After considerable discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Geagan that we withdraw the request for the millage increase, based on the information that we now have, and the perceived attitude of the County Council.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hammack.  Voting in favor of the motion were Commissioners Geagan, Hammack, Barnes, Ramsey and Rhoads. Abstaining from the vote was Commissioner Hoffman.  The Board directed Chief Riebe to contact Councilmen Joe Dill to withdraw our request.
C.
In response to Commissioner Barnes question concerning the feasibility of holding a hazardous materials/waste pickup. Chief Riebe reported that he had been in contact with the Greenville County Solid Waste Department and they said that it was financially not feasible for them to do this at a site other than their standard drop off points.  The manager of the unit did state that occasionally SC DHEC funds such “offsite” projects through grants.  The Chief informed the Solid Waste Department manager that we would like to be considered if such grants do become available.
6. New Business:

A. Proposal for No July Meeting: After a very brief discussion, Commissioner Rhoads made a motion that no July meeting be held.  This was seconded by Commissioner Hoffman.  The motion was passed unanimously.  Should any issue arise that would warrant a meeting, proper protocol will be taken to schedule such.  The next schedule meeting of the Glassy Mountain Fire District Board will be August 15, 2011.
7. Commissioner Commentary:  

There was none.

8. Adjourn:
Vice-Chairman Ramsey adjourned the meeting at 6:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________                                       ________________________

Gerald K. Rhoads, Sec’y                                        David Orr, Chairman
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